STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLEiMINISTER FOR INTERION OF THE REPUBLIC OF
THE GAMBIA MR. ABDOULIE SANYANG DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION OF THE

UNITED NATIONS CHIEFS OF POLICE SUMMIT 7-8 JULY 2026, NEW YORK

e USG, Mr. Jean-Pierre Lacroix,
o Distinguished Ministers and Chiefs of Police,
e Excellencies,

e Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, allow me to express our profound appreciation to the
Department of Peace Operations for convening this summit. We also pay
tribute to courageous peacekeepers and honour the memory of those who

have made the ultimate sacrifice in the service of world peace.

Mr Chair,

The growing geopolitical tensions and the increasingly complex nature of
modern conflicts continue to challenge our collective peacekeeping efforts.
Threats facing UN peacekeepers are evolving faster than our operational
capacities, further compounded by resource constraints and the

implementation of recent UN contingency measures.

Mr Chair,
The future of United Nations Police must remain anchored on its core
mandate of protecting civilians, partnership, and professionalism.

Achieving this requires stronger capacities to prevent violence before it
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occurs through greater investment in early warning systems, community
policing, and specialized capabilities to address sexual and gender-based
violence, and organized crime. As transnational threats and disinformation
increasingly fuel instability, deeper partnerships with host state police,
regional organizations, and local communities are essential, while

maintaining UN standards for training, discipline, and integrity.

To sustain progress, we must invest in proactive and adaptive capacity-
building so that peacekeepers are prepared not only for post conflict
environments but also for emerging security risks. The credibility of UN Police
depends on the conduct, competence, and accountability of every officer, as
trust remains the foundation of effective peacekeeping. Equally, the full,
equal, and meaningful participation of women at all levels of policing is

indispensable to the legitimacy and effectiveness of peace operations.

Mr. Chair,

We hope that today's discussions will translate into concrete action that
strengthens UN peacekeeping and builds a United Nations Police prepared

for future operational challenges.

Thank you.
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