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ADDRESS BY THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF POLICE OF THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA, 

IGP OLATUNJI RILWAN DISU, psc(+), NPM, 
AT THE 5TH UNITED NATIONS CHIEFS OF POLICE SUMMIT 

(UNCOPS 2026) 
 

Session II: Innovation and New Technologies in United Nations 
Policing 

Your Excellencies, 
The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 
Peace Operations, 
Heads of Police Services and Law Enforcement 
Agencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

2. It is a great honour and privilege to address this 
distinguished gathering of global policing leaders at the 

Fifth United Nations Chiefs of Police Summit. I 
commend the United Nations Police Division for 

convening this important forum, which continues to 
strengthen international dialogue, foster cooperation, 
and shape the future of policing in an increasingly 

complex and interconnected world. 

3. As Inspector-General of the Nigeria Police Force, 

one of Africa's largest policing institutions, serving a 
population of over two hundred and thirty million 
people, I bring to this discussion the perspective of a 

police service navigating both the immense 
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opportunities and evolving complexities of policing in 
the digital age. For us, innovation is no longer a matter 

of choice; it has become an operational necessity. 

4. The nature of crime is evolving at an 

unprecedented pace. Criminal networks now exploit 
artificial intelligence, encrypted communication 
platforms, cryptocurrencies, cyber-enabled fraud, and 

other emerging technologies to operate across borders 
with increasing sophistication. These developments 

challenge traditional policing models and compel us to 
rethink how we prevent crime, investigate offences, 
protect vulnerable communities, and support 

international peace and security. 

5. The same technologies that empower criminals, 

however, also present extraordinary opportunities for 
law enforcement to evolve. Artificial intelligence, 
predictive analytics, digital forensics, geospatial 

intelligence, unmanned systems, biometric 
technologies, and integrated data platforms are 

transforming how police services anticipate threats, 
allocate resources, conduct investigations, and 
respond to crises. If responsibly harnessed, these 

innovations have the potential to make policing more 
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effective, more accountable, and more responsive to 
the communities we serve. 

6. Yet, as we embrace technological advancement, we 
must never lose sight of a timeless truth: technology 
can enhance policing, but it can never replace 
public trust. 

7. The legitimacy of every policing institution 

ultimately rests not on the sophistication of its 
technology but on the confidence of the people it 

serves. Innovation must therefore strengthen 
transparency, accountability, respect for human 
rights, and community partnership. Technology 

should complement human judgment, not replace it, 
and must always remain anchored in the rule of law 

and the protection of human dignity. 

8. This principle has guided my own policing journey. 
During my tenure as Commander of the Lagos State 

Rapid Response Squad, we integrated real-time crime 
mapping, digital communication platforms, and 

enhanced emergency response systems into our 
operational framework. More importantly, we 
deliberately combined these innovations with 

community engagement, professionalism, and service-
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oriented policing. The result was not merely improved 
operational efficiency but greater public confidence. 

Our experience reinforced an important lesson that I 
believe resonates across jurisdictions: innovation 

achieves its greatest impact when it strengthens the 
relationship between the police and the communities 
they are sworn to protect. 

9. At the same time, we must acknowledge that 
emerging technologies are not without risks. Artificial 

intelligence and automated decision-support systems 
may inadvertently replicate biases embedded within 
data or algorithms, particularly in fragile or conflict-

affected environments. If left unchecked, such 
outcomes could undermine public confidence and 

erode the legitimacy upon which effective policing 
depends. 

10. For this reason, Nigeria strongly supports the 

development of internationally accepted principles that 
promote the ethical, transparent and accountable use 

of emerging technologies in policing. Human oversight 
must remain central to operational decision-making; 
robust legal and privacy safeguards should govern the 

collection and use of data; and emerging technologies 
should be subject to regular independent evaluation to 
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ensure fairness, transparency and respect for 
internationally recognized human rights standards. 

11. Our experience within the Nigeria Police Force 
continues to demonstrate the immense value of 

responsible innovation. Through enhanced intelligence 
capabilities, digital investigations, geospatial analysis, 
and technology-enabled operational planning, we have 

strengthened our capacity to combat kidnapping, 
organized crime, terrorism, cybercrime and other 

complex security threats. These experiences have 
reaffirmed that technology, when guided by sound 
leadership and professional competence, serves as a 

powerful force multiplier in protecting lives and 
preserving public safety. 

12. However, the benefits of innovation must not 
remain the exclusive preserve of technologically 
advanced nations. The future of United Nations 

policing must be founded upon genuine international 
cooperation, equitable access to technology, capacity 

building, and sustainable knowledge sharing. Every 
Member State contributing to international peace and 
security should have the opportunity to benefit from 

advances in policing technologies, professional 
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training, digital capabilities, and institutional 
partnerships. 

13. As we look ahead, I believe our collective 
responsibility extends beyond deploying more 

sophisticated technologies. Our shared objective 
should be to build policing institutions that are 
resilient, adaptive, trusted, and firmly grounded in 

democratic values and respect for human rights. 
Innovation must ultimately serve humanity, 

strengthen peace operations, and enhance the safety 
and security of the communities we are privileged to 
serve. 

14. Ladies and Gentlemen, innovation will 
undoubtedly shape the future of policing. Yet history 

reminds us that the success of policing has never been 
determined solely by the sophistication of our tools, 
but by the wisdom with which we employ them. As we 

embrace artificial intelligence, emerging technologies 
and digital transformation, let us ensure that our 

commitment to justice, accountability, human dignity 
and the rule of law remains unwavering. 

15. Technology may transform policing, but trust will 

always define it. Together, through responsible 
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innovation, international cooperation and visionary 
leadership, we can build policing institutions that are 

not only smarter, but more trusted, more inclusive, 
and better equipped to secure a safer and more 

peaceful world. 

I thank you for your kind attention. 


