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SPEECH BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL AYKUT TANRIVERDİ, DEPUTY 
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 (07 July 2026) 
 

  

 Mr. Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Colleagues; 
 

  Allow me to begin by expressing my sincere gratitude to Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

for convening this Summit, and to the United Nations Police Division for organizing this event. 
  

 Distinguished Participants, 
 

 Today, technology serves as an enabling and facilitating element that supports United Nations 

entities operating in the complex and challenging environments in which peacekeeping operations 

are conducted. The increasing use of unmanned aerial systems, remote sensing capabilities, digital 

platforms, advanced data analytics, and artificial intelligence applications is reshaping the 

operational environment in which United Nations personnel serve. 

 In this context, we appreciate the advantages that new technologies can provide in terms of 

enhancing situational awareness, strengthening early warning capacity, supporting force protection, 

contributing to the protection of civilians, and enabling the more effective implementation of 

mandates entrusted by the Security Council. 

 At the same time, the use of technology should not be regarded as an end in itself. Rather, it 

should be considered as a tool that supports the objectives of peacekeeping operations and helps 

personnel carry out their duties more effectively. Human judgment, engagement with local 

communities, and physical presence on the ground remain indispensable components for the 

successful conduct of peacekeeping activities. 

 We are also aware of the contributions that technology can make in supporting the operational 

effectiveness of United Nations personnel. In this regard, we consider it important that such 

applications be deployed across all United Nations mission areas in a secure, accessible, user-

friendly, and functional manner. We also believe that the protection of personal data, privacy, ethical 

principles, and cultural sensitivities must be carefully observed in the use of these tools. 

 Finally, I would like to emphasize that the use of technology must be supported by adequate 

resources, sustainable support mechanisms, and training activities. Technology can serve as an 
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important force multiplier; however, it cannot replace the essential role undertaken by peacekeeping 

personnel serving in the field. 

 

 Distinguished Participants, 
 

 As I conclude my speech, I would like to reiterate that the responsible and balanced use of 

new technologies in United Nations peacekeeping operations, in line with the purposes of 

peacekeeping activities, is of critical importance for the successful fulfilment of missions. 

 Thank you for listening. 

 


